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1st Commandment  

Success  

  

Success comes to those who become 

success conscious. Failure comes to those 

who  

indifferently allow themselves to 

become failure conscious. Napoleon 

Hill  

 

Power Truth  

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 

whose trust is the Lord. They shall be 

like a tree planted by water, sending out 

its roots by the stream. It shall not fear 
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when heat comes, and its leaves shall 

stay green; in the year of drought it is 

not anxious, and it does not cease to 

bear fruit.  

Jeremiah 17:7~8 NRSV  

  

The often misunderstood concept  

1st Commandment  

Success is a term that gets thrown around rather often. 

It can be perceived in many different ways, but its true essence 

lies within the individual. Everyone’s definition of success 

differs from person to person, which makes us unique.1 

Therefore, it is important to understand your definition of 

success and what you have to do to achieve this goal.  

 

Success is a term that gets thrown 

around rather often. It can be 

perceived in many different ways, 

but its true essence lies within the 

individual.   

 

Success is the combination of many small events that 

add up to a big event,2 although it is a concept that is often 

misunderstood. Many entrepreneurs, startups, and even 

executives struggle with the concept of success. They try to 

define it as simple as possible but end up creating a far more 

complicated picture than they expected.  
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Success does not just happen easily or with no effort 

on our part. We are constantly working and striving to 

succeed. It's probably one of the reasons why so many people 

believe in luck, but luck is a function of having certain 

advantages, not a reflection of individual skill or effort. The 

best way to measure success is by recognizing how much you 

have accomplished, how much you have improved, and 

whether you are happy with where you are today. And 

happiness is a pretty subjective thing, so don't let anyone 

convince you otherwise!  

Most people that you talk to about failure tend to focus 

on the destination. They seem to think they should just give up 

after a few failures. And while this is certainly an option, it is 

often not the most viable one. Achieving success isn't a goal in 

itself; it's more of a means. It is not something you do to get 

there, but rather something that helps the journey along.   

Ultimately, success means achieving God's purpose for 

your life. A man may call success building a multinational  

2    

company, reaching the peak of his career, or achieving a feat 

that no one has achieved before. They may be noteworthy 

indeed, but achieving your divine purpose is true success. 

Jesus, when Pilate was interrogating him after his arrest, said, 

"For this reason, I was born."3 Pilate wanted to set him free 

because he believed Jesus did not commit any crime, but Jesus 

made him realize that he preferred to go through the sufferings 

and death because it is the will of God.  
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The one who created us and the 

world we live in is the only one who 

can tell us how to attain true success.  

 

What Jesus did opened the door for man's salvation 

and eternally destroyed the works of the devil; he fulfilled 

destiny. That was why he cried on the cross before he died "It 

is finished."4 That is true success. Those who do not know 

Christ may have other ways to define and seek success, but we 

cannot know more than God. The one who created us and the 

world we live in is the only one who can tell us how to attain 

true success.  

  

What Now  

1. What is success? Why is it often misunderstood?  

2. What is luck? What role can luck play in our pursuit of 

success?  

3. How can we measure success? How can we achieve        

success?  

  

  


